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March 7, 2022 

Testimony on S.B 213 “An Act Allowing Medical Assistants to Administer Vaccines” 

Esteemed Chairs and Members of the Public Health Committee, 

Please accept this testimony for S.B. 213, with suggested modifications, on behalf of the Connecticut 

Academy of Physician Assistants (ConnAPA). ConnAPA fully supports efforts to increase the access to 

care for patients, which in part comes from increased efficiency of care. The ability for medical assistants 

to administer vaccines is a move in the direction of increased efficiency. 

As you are likely aware, PAs work across all specialties and practice settings. Quite often PAs work in 

environments where they are working in conjunction with an MA only, and thus the ability for PAs to be 

able to order a vaccination and have the MA administer it under the oversight of PAs is crucial. Such 

ability will ultimately increase access to care as the PAs will then be able to care for more patients in the 

time that would otherwise be spent performing vaccinations.  

As an example, I was meeting last week with a PA who practices in an occupational health/urgent care 

center in Fairfield County, with multiple statewide locations. He explained that they use a model that does 

not include RNs, and subsequently the PAs, physicians and APRNs administer their own immunizations, 

medications, etc. The necessity to administer vaccinations themselves greatly limits their ability to work 

efficiently and provide care to more patients. I have also worked in such a practice model, and can attest 

first hand to the efficiency that would come with the ability for MAs to administer immunizations under 

PA direction. 

Medical assistants are currently supervised by PAs in a multitude of settings, as delegated by the 

physicians who work in collaboration with the PA. At the direction, and with the oversight of PAs, MAs 

have for over five decades acquired vital signs and lab specimens, applied dressings and splints, and 

performed a myriad of office-based testing.  

It should be noted that the majority of APRNs in the State of Connecticut work in positions 

interchangeably with PAs, under collaborative agreements with physicians. They are included in this bill, 

whereas PAs are not. 

If S.B 213 is passed without the inclusion of PAs, it will send a strong and erroneous message that PAs 

should not be directing MAs in all of the care that they can and should be able to provide. If PAs are 

excluded from this bill, appropriate care will be reduced because of the new unintentional barrier that will 

be imposed upon the PA profession. 

If you advance S.B 213, please add physician assistants alongside physicians and advanced practice 

registered nurses in the ability to supervise MAs. 

Most respectfully, 

Jason P. Prevelige, MBA, MHS, PA-C 

Chair, Legislative Committee 


